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Films of Record is an award-winning independent television production company. Founded in 1979 by Roger Graef, recently awarded the BAFTA Fellowship and an OBE, it specialises in high quality factual programming. 

Best known for gaining access to film sensitive subjects, the team have been allowed to film for months following events and decisions inside normally confidential situations such as multinational boardrooms, ministries, courts, hospitals, prisons and international institutions, as well as social work, family therapy, probation and police. 

Current Productions:
THE PRICE OF LIFE: Great Ormond Street Hospital (BBC2) 3 x 60
A landmark access series in Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital. The films will follow key medical teams, their elite medical achievements and the effect on children’s lives.
AFTER THE BREAK (BBC2) 3 x 60 

A review of the Children’s Act twenty years on.  We follow the impact of the Family Courts decisions in separated families over many years. With the best of intentions, how have those decisions played out over time? 

THE RISE AND FALL OF DETROIT (BBC) 1 x 60

With GM almost bankrupt this ‘poem’ to Detroit will chart the rise and fall of America’s motor car city.

CCTV SYMPHONY (C4) 1 x 60 (in development)
Made entirely from CCTV footage and set to music, this unique 24 hour portrait of Britain that will alter your perception of CCTV and also tell you about Britain today.

AMNESTY ( BBC4) 1x 60/90 (in development)

50th Anniversary in 2011 - a film about the Human Rights Organisation which is recognized throughout the world. We look at how Amnesty changed the world and how the world has changed Amnesty.
Recent Productions:
PANORAMA: THE CHILD PROTECTORS (BBC 1 )1 x 30       Tx 2nd Nov 09 
Post Baby P what do social workers do when faced with a child at risk?

DISPATCHES: THE POLICE AND THE PUBLIC (C4) 1 x 60 Tx 19th Nov 09
After the death of newsagent Ian Tomlinson, has public confidence in the police hit rock bottom?

CUTTING EDGE: THE MILLIONAIRE AND THE MURDER MANSION (C4) 1x60 Tx 9th April 2009
The inside story of the killings in the Foster family

FIRST CUT: YOU ARE SO VAIN (C4) 1 x 30 Tx 3rd July 2009
Exploring the world of personalised number plates

THE TRUTH ABOUT CRIME (BBC1) 3 x 60 Tx 21st July 2009
A landmark experimental observational documentary series with Nick Ross. He assesses the scale of crime in a major city over short period,  how the justice system fails to deal with it and what can be done to stop it.

PANORAMA: MAY CONTAIN NUTS (BBC) 1 x 30 Tx 20th April 2009
An examination of the current practises in Health and Safety  

RETURN TO FEVER ROAD (BBC)1 X 83’ Tx 15th March 2009
In 2004 Films of Record went to a village in Kenya and filmed a moving documentary about the struggle against Malaria and poverty. In 2009 we re-visited the village for Comic Relief and saw what has happened in the village since we left
CUTTING EDGE: REVENGE OF THE BIN MEN (C4) 1 x 60 Tx 2nd March 2009
Observational film watching bin men and council officials trying to enforce new recycling rules against popular resistance to change

CUTTING EDGE: 9/11 FAKER (C4) 1 x 60 Tx 11th Sept 2008
Story of a woman who falsely claims to have survived 9/11

WAS CRIPPEN INNOCENT? REVEALED (Five) 1 X 60 Tx 1st July 2008 
This documentary film takes an exclusive look at the remarkable forensic work conducted this year into what has been called ‘the crime of the century’. Experts in DNA analysis have cast serious doubt over the 1910 conviction of Dr Hawley Harvey Crippen for the alleged murder of his wife, Cora.

HOLD ME TIGHT, LET ME GO (BBC4) 1 x 90min Tx 22nd May 2008
(Winner Best documentary Britdocs 2007) 
Deeply moving observational film by Kim Longinotto about the Mulberry Bush School in Oxfordshire , the last chance for emotionally disturbed children aged 5 to 11.
STORYVILLE: THE BURNING SEASON (BBC4/ABC/CBC) 1 X 90 Tx 6th Aug 2008
We follow the efforts to save the orang-utan and the Indonesian rain forests, where burning forest to plant palm trees produces huge damage to the environment as well as killing thousands of orang-utans. But it’s the only local source of income. Can carbon trading save the situation?
TEEN MUM HIGH (BBC2) 1 x 60 (BBC learning) Tx 12th May 2008
Access documentary inside one of Britain’s schools for teenage mums and pregnant schoolgirls

NIMBY BRITAIN (ITV) 1 x 60 Tx Jan 2009
 A report from the front line on the impact of Britain’s expanding population on the demand for housing, transport and amenities. 
PANORAMA: Chemical Cosh (BBC1)  1 x 30 min Tx 3rd Dec 2008
A report on the overuse of drugs on Alzheimers patients

SEARCHING FOR MADELEINE(C4) 1x 60 min Tx 18th Oct 2007
This explored how police respond when a child goes missing, and what lessons might be drawn from Madeleine’s case to produce a template of best practise for future cases. Tx 17th Oct 2007

THIS WORLD: INSIDE A SHARIA COURT (BBC) 1 x 60 min   Tx 1st Oct 2007
British Muslim Ruhi Hamid goes to Nigeria to see how Shari’ah law works in practise alongside UK style civil law to see if it could work here. 

WEB LIVES (ITV.com) 75 x 3mins Tx Nov 2007
The UK’s first ever online docu-soap, focussing on the lives of people using the internet to shape their lives. 

THIS WORLD: RACE FOR THE BEACH (BBC2/SBS) 1 x 30/60 min Tx 14th June 2007
Observational doc following the making of the first Muslim woman life saver. She hopes to change the image of Lebanese after the riots on the beach in Sydney. She wears a full length `burqini’ and struggles to pass the test, but becomes world famous in the process.
MY HEART BELONGS TO DAD (BBC2) 1 x 90 Tx 18th Oct 2006 
Shortlisted Best Documentary Grierson Awards 2007
Moving observational film about single fathers raising their children on their own

POTTERS BAR –  SEARCH FOR THE TRUTH  (BBC1) 1 X 60 Tx 
Follows the British Transport Police and Health and Saftey Executives 3 year investigation into the cause of this horrific crash

PANORAMA: WHEN COPS KILL (BBC1) 1 x 40 Tx 15th Oct 2006
New research reveals what happens in the brain of a firearms officer when faced 
with a life or death situation.

DYING FOR THE TRUTH (REAL LIFE for BBC1) 1 x 30 Tx 
Investigating the level of care received by patients in Britain’s nursing homes
HOUSE OF CRIME (BBC3) 3 X 60 Tx 10th Aug 2006
Filmed inside Birmingham prison, the series explores the work and experiences of prison staff.  
I’M THE DADDY (ONE LIFE for BBC1) 1 x 40/60  Tx 17th May 2006
Ian Mucklejohn is the first single man in Britain to have created his own children without a female partner. He made triplets which he raises himself.

PANORAMA: RAPE ON TRIAL (BBC1)1 x 40 Tx 25th June 2006
Examining how the authorities have changed the way they deal with rape victims since A Complaint of Rape was shown in 1982

WHAT KILLED MY DAD? (Real Story for BBC) 1 x 40 Tx 
Investigating inaccurate death certification on the NHS that hide the incidence of MRSA. 
GIRL COPS (BBC1) 8 x 30mins  Tx 27th Feb 2006
Observational series about Manchester’s female cops.

CHINATOWN (BBC2) 3 X 60mins Tx 24th Jan 2006
Dynastic saga featuring Britain’s invisible minority - the Chinese - at a moment of transition and transformation.

PANORAMA: WHAT FUTURE FOR KURT? (BBC1) 1 x 40 
Documentary observing the inequalities of the postcode lottery – looks at the life chances of a seven year old child on a rough council estate as compared to those on an adjoining estate in the prosperous South of England.

MURDER BLUES: OPERATION TRIDENT (BBC 1) 3 x 60 
Highly praised  observational series following a year of the work of the elite Metropolitan police teams tackling black-on-black gun crime. 

PROPERTY TO DIE FOR (BBC 2) 1 x 60 Tx
A story of life and death on the Moscow property market where the civil law and corruption erodes any sense of security. 

BLOOD AND LAND (BBC 2) 1 x 60 Tx
A portrayal of the bloody fight for land in South Africa, 10 years after the end of Apartheid. 

WHO KILLED MY CHILD? THE SHAKEN BABY MYSTERY (Ch4) 1 x 60 

(Films of Record Ltd/Pillarbox Productions) 

Following both sides of an appeal case against a shaken baby conviction using a new scientific theory that has shaken medical and judicial confidence.

MALARIA (BBC 2 & 4) 2 x 90 mins (PBS) 1 x 120 Tx
WINNER, Best Documentary. One World Broadcasting Awards

Filmed across three continents.  

Fever Road is an intimate portrait of life in a Kenyan village during a Malaria outbreak.  The film charts the lengths to which the chief will go to protect his people.

The Vaccine Challenge puts the disease into a global perspective, following both scientists and politicians in their fight against the inertia surrounding the crisis.

THE PROTECTORS (BBC 1) 2 x 60  Tx

                  
NOMINEE  BROADCAST BEST TV DOCUMENTARY 2005      

    NOMINEE RTS BEST TV DOCUMENTARY 2005
           

          Observational doc’s about how probation and police officers deal with dangerous sex offenders when they come out of prison and return to the community.

REMEMBER THE SECRET POLICEMANS’ BALL? (BBC 4 Arena) 1 x 75 

Celebration of the 25th anniversary of this cult comedy made by Roger Graef and Tom Schwalm with John Cleese; starring Alan Bennett, Rowan Atkinson, Stephen Fry, Terry Jones, Michael Palin, Lenny Henry et al.

WHO KILLED PC BLAKELOCK? (BBC 2) 1 X 90  



90 minute special on the build-up and events of October 6th 1985 seen from both the local community and police perspectives. Tx 2nd March 2004. 
THE SECRETS OF THE IRAQ WAR (ITV) 1 x 60 



     A special report on the Iraq war. Tx 10 Jan 2004

WORLDS APART (BBC1) 1 x 40 
Rich and poor families living on the same street. Tx 24 July 2003.
WELCOME TO POTTERS BAR (BBC1) 1 x 60mins

This film follows some of the survivors and bereaved families as they piece their lives together TX: Wednesday 23rd April 2003
RAIL COPS (BBC1) 4 x 40 and 8 x 30  

Series inside the British Transport Police. Tx January 2003.

FELTHAM SINGS! (Channel 4/Century Films) 1 x 1hr

BAFTA Award winning musical about the lives of young offenders in prison: writer Simon Armitage / director Brian Hill. Tx 17 December 2002.
SEPTEMBER MOURNING (ITV/ARD) 1 x 66
Documentary following four British families affected by 11 September over the following year. Tx 11 September 2002.

WHO’S YOUR FATHER? (C4) 1 x 60
Report on the tragic consequences of DNA paternity testing.  Following cases in the USA and Britain, it shows how families can be devastated by the truth. Tx May 2000.

LOOKS THAT KILL (BBC-1 Inside Story) 1 x 60 

Film about a beautiful young woman who hates the way she looks – enough to harm herself. She suffers from a little known condition known as Body Dysmorphic Disorder. The film tracks her erratic journey to a cure. TX November 1999.

MASTERS OF THE UNIVERSE (C4) 3 x 60
First major series on management consultants. Using real cases and clients, it focussed on McKinsey & Co. who let cameras in for the first time. TX August 1999.

IN SEARCH OF LAW AND ORDER - USA (C4 / KQED-TV / PBS) 3 x 1 hr

Shot in Boston, Fort Worth, Texas and a poor suburb of San Francisco. Dealing with violent mayhem on a major scale, it tracks good examples of how to challenge juvenile violence within and beyond the justice system: TX Feb 1999. Used to launch the National Youth Justice Board - several of its projects are now in the UK.
BREAKING THE CYCLE (ITV Network First /Carlton) 

One-hour film that deals with the problem of early pre-school violence that can blight children’s lives and send them spiralling into crime. It tracks the successful work of the only full scale programme that rescues four-to-six-year-olds expelled from infants’ school. Best Documentary, British Mental Health Awards, 1998. TX 1998.

TURNING THE SCREWS (C4) 3 x 60
Observational series following both sides of an ongoing industrial dispute between Governors and prison officers inside Wandsworth prison. As a strike looms, we filmed Ministers and officials in the Home Office and Prison Service

IN SEARCH OF LAW  AND  ORDER - UK  (C) 3 x 60
Policing / Sentencing / Punishment: Series setting out other ways of approaching crime and community safety in Britain  (tx 1995)

OTHER FILMS INCLUDE:

Documentaries and current affairs:

POLICE (BBC) Eleven unstaged observational  films inside the Thames Valley Constabulary (BAFTA / TV Critics Circle/ ETMA Awards) The episode on rape changed the way police handle rape cases. All are used in training.

POLICE: OPERATION CARTER (BBC) 5 x 60
Observational series on a campaign by Regional Crime Squad No.5 to crack gangs of London armed robbers

THE SPACE BETWEEN WORDS (BBC/KCET/PBS) 5 x 60
Un-staged observational films on communication: Family/School/ Work/ Politics / Diplomacy. Began ‘fly on the wall’ observational style in the UK.

Includes the first unstaged observational films inside the US Senate, the State Department, the United Nations, and inside the Plessey Company

DECISION: STEEL /OIL / RATES (Granada/ITV) 3 x 90
Un-staged observational films of decisions at the top of major multinationals and government institutions, including British Steel and Occidental Petroleum.

The British Steel film has been used extensively in training at both London and Harvard Business Schools.

DECISION: BRITISH COMMUNISM (Granada/ITV)(Royal Television Society Award for Best Current Affairs Documentary) 3 x 60mins Series of the party’s effort to be Euro-Communist

STATE OF THE NATION: INSIDE THE BRUSSELS HQ (Granada/ITV)

1 x 90mins Verite record of the struggles to pass a directive against waste. The first unstaged observational film allowed inside the EU headquarters

A LAW IN THE MAKING: Four Months inside the Ministry (Granada/ITV)
1 x 90 Filmed record of the passage of the Consumer Protection Act. The first unstaged observational film inside the British government. 
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